
Study Guide and Activities
This study guide includes information about our production along with creative activities to make 
connections in your classroom both before and after the show. We’ve aligned all activities to both 
the Common Core Standards and North Carolina Essential Standards. Look for the symbol below 
throughout the guide for curriculum connections.

Synopsis                                                                           
Act 1—At No. 17 Cherry Tree Lane, things aren’t going well for the Banks family. Jane and 

Michael Banks constantly misbehave, and Katie Nanna, the latest in a long line of nannies, 
has had enough. She leaves, and Mr. Banks asks his wife to place an advertisement in the 
newspaper, but the children take matters into their own hands and write their own. The new 
nanny, Mary Poppins, arrives with a combination of common sense and magic. She takes the 
children to a nearby park where they meet Bert. Bored with the park and wary of Bert, the 
children try to escape their new nanny. Mary Poppins urges them to look beneath the surface of 
everyday life to see the magic there. Suddenly, the statues come to life and dance with them.

Mrs. Banks and the household are busy planning for a party, but she’s longing for the days 
when she was an actress on the London stage. Even with Mary Poppins’ magic, the event is a 
disaster, as no one comes. Mrs. Banks is more distraught than ever.

Mary takes the children on a trip to visit their father at his workplace, the bank. At the bank, 
Mr. Banks has a choice: to give a loan to Herr Von Hussler, a man who cares only about money, 
or John Northbrook, a factory builder who cares for his workers. He decides to take a chance 
on Mr. Northbrook and gives him the loan. On the way home from the bank, the children and 
Mary Poppins run into the Bird Woman feeding the birds in front of St. Paul’s Cathedral. Jane 
shuns the beggar woman, but Michael offers the Bird Woman some money. Soon, they all meet 
Mrs. Corry, the mysterious owner of the unusual “talking shop,” where people purchase words 
along with their gingerbread. The children are surprised to hear Mrs. Corry knew their father 
when he was a boy.

Things begin to go wrong for Mr. Banks. Von Hussler has gone to another bank and is making 
millions, and the bank officials blame Mr. Banks. Stressed, he yells at the children. In turn, the 
children begin fighting with each other about their toys. The toys magically come to life and 
teach them a lesson. Mary Poppins recognizes the children are not yet open to learning, so she 
departs with a note which says, “till we meet again.”

Act 2—Mr. Banks’ old nanny, Miss Andrew, arrives at the house. She’s a cruel woman who 
believes children should be punished regularly. The children escape the house and run to the 
park where they meet Bert, who explains the cure for every ill can be found at the end of a 
kite string. Their kite flies up into the sky and returns with Mary Poppins on the other end. She 
returns home with them and defeats Miss Andrew in an epic battle. Mr. Banks has also been 
hiding from Miss Andrew and is relieved to see Mary again.

Whisked up to the rooftops, Mary, Jane and Michael meet Bert and his fellow chimney 
sweeps. They dance across the rooftops of London and back into the Banks’ house. Mr. Banks’ 
boss wishes to see him immediately. Mr. Banks fears the worst, but Bert reminds him his family 
is more important than his ambitions. Mr. Banks leaves, and Mrs. Banks wishes she could go with 
him. Mary and the children encourage her to do what she believes is right.

At the bank, Mr. Banks defends his actions in front of the Board of Directors, who tell him 
he was right all along: Von Hussler’s schemes have ruined their competition while Northbrook’s 
factories have made a profit. They promote Mr. Banks, who tells them, from now on, family 
comes first. Her job done, Mary Poppins leaves, perhaps to help another family in need.
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Themes explored
family, status, expressing emotions, 

doing what you believe in

 
NCES-TheaArts.(K-5).TA.A.1: Analyze literary texts and performances. NCES-TheaArts.(K-5).
TA.A.1.1: Recall the basic parts of a story, such as characters, setting, and events.

Mainstage production
Ages 6 and older

Based on the stories of P.L. Travers
and the Walt Disney film

Original music and lyrics
by Richard M. Sherman 
and Robert B. Sherman

Book by Julian Fellowes

New songs and additional music
and lyrics by George Stiles 

and Anthony Drewe

Co-created by Cameron MacKintosh

Director
Michael Bobbit

Music Director
Drina Keen

Choreographer
Ron Chisolm

http://ctcharlotte.org
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The Story Jar is a unique 

sculpture outside the McColl 

Family Theatre. It is an ever 

changing exhibit that features 

items from current and past 

shows at Children’s Theatre of  

Charlotte. Our current show 

is Mary Poppins. Can you find 

all of  the items listed below?

umbrella pidgeon

kite tea pot

Audience expectations                                                            
Young audiences should know watching live theatre isn’t like watching more 

familiar forms of entertainment: they can’t pause or rewind it like a DVD, there are 
no commercials for bathroom breaks, nor can they increase the volume to hear it if 
someone else is talking.  Encourage your students to listen and watch the play intently, 
so they may laugh and cheer for their favorite characters when it’s appropriate.

At the end of the play, applause is an opportunity for students to thank the actors. 
Live theatre only exists when an audience is present, and your students’ energy and 
response directly affects the actors on stage! Here are some other guidelines to keep 
in mind while you are watching the performance:

• Respect others during the performance. Stay seated and keep your hands to 
yourself.

• Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices during the performance.
• Photography and video of the performance is prohibited by copyright law.
• We do not permit food and drinks in the theatre.

NCES-TheaArts.(K-5).TA.CU.2: Understand the traditions, roles, and conventions 
of theatre as an art form. NCES-TheaArts.3.TA.CU.2.1: Illustrate theatre etiquette 
appropriate to the performance situation. 
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Theatre 360 provides a way to interact with Children’s Theatre of Charlotte productions by extending the 
theatre experience for families and classroom—providing access to all! Best of all, many programs are free. 
Go to ctcharlotte.org/theatre-360 to view the full list of events throughout the year.

Audience engagement These interactive experiences located around ImaginOn are available from the first public performance 
of a production through the entire run of the show. We change the exhibits to reflect the uniqueness of each show.

Online engagement Whether you’re a teacher or a parent looking for quality activities, we’ve assembled a collection of online 
games, websites and articles that deepen the connections of elements from the show. Click here for online content for Mary 
Poppins.

Workshops and residencies Teachers, are you looking for a way for your class to make stronger connections with our shows? 
You can add our workshops, led by our professional teaching artists, before or after you view the performance. Or incorporate 
the arts into your everyday classroom through a residency created to fit your subject area. Contact our programs coordinator, 
Tommy Prudenti, at tommyp@ctcharlotte.org to book yours today!

On your way to ImaginOn

Theatre 360 connections

About our theatre                                                              
Founded in 1948, Children’s Theatre of Charlotte has opened young minds to the 

wonders of live theatre for more than half a century. Today, it continues to be one 
of the most technically imaginative and resourceful theatres in the country. Annually, 
it reaches nearly 300,000 young people and their families through our Mainstage 
productions, Resident Touring Company and its Education Department’s classes 
and workshops. Children’s Theatre of Charlotte shares a space with the Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Library at ImaginOn: The Joe and Joan Martin Center. Learn more 
about Children’s Theatre of Charlotte at ctcharlotte.org.

http://ctcharlotte.org/theatre-360
https://www.pinterest.com/childrenstheatreofcharlotte/online-show-activities/
mailto:tommyp%40ctcharlotte.org?subject=Request%20for%20workshop%20or%20residency
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Vocabulary enrichment                                                                                                    
collateral n. something pledged as security for repayment of a loan, to be forfeited in the event of a default

accrue v. (of sums of money) be received by someone in regular or increasing amounts over time

sovereign n. a supreme ruler, especially a monarch

references n. a letter from a former employer testifying to someone’s ability for a job

(un)tidy adj. arranged neatly and in order

faulty adj. having or displaying weaknesses

ambition n. a desire and determination to achieve success, especially with hard work

mongrels n. dogs of no definable type or breed

atrocious adj. extremely bad or unpleasant

precocious adj. (of a child) having developed abilities at an earlier age than usual

heirloom n. a valuable object that has belonged to a family for several generations

scheme n. a large-scale, systematic plan for putting a particular idea into effect

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.(K-5).4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases. 

The BIG QUESTIONS before the show                                                                              
1. In the play, Jane and Michael are wary of Bert when they first meet him because of the way he’s dressed. Ultimately, Bert 

becomes one of their best friends. Consider a time in your life when your first impression was wrong.
2. In the script for Mary Poppins, it indicates the actor playing Mary must fly during the performance. How do you think the actor 

is able to fly around the theatre space? 
3. Compare Mary Poppins with some modern magical guides such as Ms. Frizzle from The Magic School Bus series, or Mrs. 

Whatsit, Mrs. Which and Mrs. Who from A Wrinkle in Time.

Statues                               
Find images of famous statues. Then, 

as a whole class, encourage students 
to recreate the statue’s pose as closely 
as possible. When the teacher says 
unfreeze, instruct the student to say 
what the statue might say.

Now expand the game to include 
locations. The class creates frozen 
scenes becoming the characters in the 
environment. Activate the students one 
by one to hear what their characters 
would say.

 

NCES-TheaArts.(K-5).TA.AC.2:    
Use    performance    to    
communicate ideas and feelings. 

Before the show

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.(K-5).2: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through 
other media. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.9: Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author 
about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series)

Brimstone 
and treacle
Treacle is a form of  thick sugar 

syrup. Brimstone is a sulfurous 

ore. This mixture was used 

medicinally in earlier times.

In the play, Miss Andrew uses it 

to punish the Banks’ children.

Who was Neleus?
In Greek mythology, Neleus was the son of  

the god Poseidon and the mortal woman 

Tyro. He had a twin brother named Pelias. 

Like Michael and Jane from Mary Poppins, 

Neleus felt neglected by his parents.

The “Boy and Dolphin” fountain created by 

Alexander Munro in 1862 was the basis for 

the Neleus statue in the play. It now resides in 

the Rose Garden of  Hyde Park in London.



Before the show
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CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.MD.C.8: Solve word problems involving dollar bills, quarters, 
dimes, nickels, and pennies, using [British] symbols appropriately. 

 

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.MD.C.4: Organize, represent, and interpret data with up to 
[five] categories; ask and answer questions about the total number of data points, 
how many in each category, and how many more or less are in one category than 
in another. NCES-SocStudies.3.H.2: Use historical thinking skills to understand the 
context of events, people and places.

Status of characters in Mary Poppins                                  
At the beginning of the 20th century, British society was built on the vision that 

everybody had their places in the ladder of society, and those on the lower rungs 
of the ladder served those on the higher ones. As you’ll see in the show, there were 
even servants to raise the children of the wealthy. It was a time when having a nanny 
became a status symbol. The middle class hired nannies even if they couldn’t afford 
them. British society during the Edwardian period was divided into the following 
general classes:

• Upper class: royalty, the nobility and the very rich
• Upper-middle class: the wealthy, bankers, lawyers, doctors, merchants and 

large manufacturers
• Lower-middle class: a growing class in early 20th century Britain, consisting of 

shop keepers, managers, civil servants and small manufacturers
• Working class: chimney sweeps, farmers, factory workers, shop employees, 

house servants and clerks
• Lower class: the homeless and destitute
Place the characters from Mary Poppins in one of the above categories. Which 

factors might you use to place them: economics, age, community respect? Remember 
some names may be in the same category.

Bert   Mr. Banks   Mrs. Winifred Banks
Michael & Jane   Mrs. Brill   Robertson Ay
The Bird Woman  Mrs. Corry  Von Hussler
Mr. Northbrook  Miss Andrew  The Bank Chairman

In which category would you place Mary Poppins? Does she fit into any of the 
categories? Why or why not?

Pounds, shillings, and pence                                             
In the story, Mr. Banks works in the world of British finance during the early 20th 

century, and while it has evolved during the last 100 years, some coinage has 
remained the same. For example, a pence is the plural form of penny and is still in 
use. Another term used in the play is “tuppence” during the song “Feed the Birds.” A 
tuppence is two pence also abbreviated as 2p. 

Shillings are a coin no longer in circulation. They were 1/20 of a pound or about 
12p. The older system of money was based on the troy system of weighing precious 
metals, introduced by King Henry II. In 1971, Great Britain moved its monetary 
system to decimalization or a base 10 system.

Using the link below, teachers can create worksheets using simple conversions of 
pence to pounds.

Working with British Money

She began a journalism 

career in Australia, writing 

travel stories for homeland 

papers. Once in England, she 

began publishing articles in 

various papers, including 

poems she submitted to 

The Irish Statesman.

Travers’ first published book, 

Moscow Excursion (1934), 

used her travel-writing 

experience, but the book 

that made her famous soon 

followed. Recovering from a 

lung ailment in the country, she 

regaled two visiting children 

with tales of  a magical nanny.

She published the story, Mary 

Poppins (1934), and it was an 

instant success. Seven more 

books in the series followed 

during the years all with 

illustrations by Mary Shepard, 

daughter of  the original 

illustrator of  Winnie-the-Pooh.

Click here to learn more 

about P.L. Travers.
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http://www.homeschoolmath.net/worksheets/british-money.php
https://www.biography.com/people/pl-travers-21358293


After the show
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NCES-TheaArts.3.TA.C.1.1: Use non-verbal expression to communicate elements of characterization, including age and physicality. NCES.
EEE.C.2.2: Apply critical thinking skills systematically to solve problems and make decisions.

“Anything can happen, if you let it.”                                                                                                         
In the play, Mrs. Banks wants to stand by her husband when he goes before the Chairman of the bank, presumably to be fired. 

She feels she can’t do it until her children encourage her to do so. Has there ever been something you’ve wanted to do but felt 
discouraged from even trying?

Encourage your students to start by writing a brief paragraph of an activity they’ve always wanted to do. Make sure they define 
what’s standing in their way of accomplishing it. Then, instruct the students to form small groups and present their problems to the 
other members of the group. The group should act as a council of advisers, listening to the problem and then presenting the student 
with a solution to the problem. Allow enough time for every student in the group to discuss their problems.

Then the small groups will choose one of their members’ problems to create three frozen pictures demonstrating the solution. Think 
of the three pictures as a beginning, middle and end. Every student in the group should be involved in each picture. Allow enough 
time to rehearse the pictures before sharing them with the rest of the class.

The BIG QUESTIONS after the show                                                                                 
1. In musicals, songs often give insight into a character’s motivations or why they’re behaving a certain way in the story. During the 

song “The Perfect Nanny,” the Banks family sings about the different ideas of what it thinks the perfect nanny should be. How 
were their ideas different? Why do you think they wanted different qualities in their nannies? If you could create the perfect 
parent or child, what qualities would you give them?

2. In the play, Mr. Northbrook hands the children each a coin and Michael says he knows its value: sixpence. Mr. Northbrook says, 
“No, that’s its worth. Its value’s in how you spend it. Do good, and may you have good luck.” What does that statement mean? 
What actions do you think have the highest value?

Mrs. Corry’s word shop                                                     
In the play, Mary and the children 

make a new word with letters from Mrs. 
Corry’s shop:

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious
Do you remember how it was used in 

the story? If you could give it a different 
definition, what would it be?

With your students, have one person 
be Mrs. Corry and the other a customer. 
The customer enters the shop and 
describes an activity, but may only 
speak in gibberish. Mrs. Corry may 
speak normally and ask questions to 
help the audience understand what the 
customer’s describing. Once a student 
has correctly named the word, a new 
customer enters with a new activity.

St. Paul’s Cathedral is an 

Anglican cathedral, the seat 

of  the Bishop of  London 

and the mother church of  

the Diocese of  London. It 

sits on Ludgate Hill at the 

highest point in London. 

Its dedication to Paul the 

Apostle dates to the original church on this site, founded in 604. The 

present cathedral, dating from the late 17th century, was designed 

in the English Baroque style by Sir Christopher Wren as part of  a 

rebuilding program in the city after the Great Fire of  London.

The site has been used in many popular stories and movies including 

the Harry Potter series and Doctor Who. Click here to learn more 

about St. Paul’s Cathedral.
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.(K-5).2: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through 
other media. NCES-TheaArts.4.TA.A.1.2: Critique choices made about characters, settings, and events as seen, or portrayed in, formal 
and informal productions. 

NCES-TheaArts.4.TA.C.2.1: Use 
improvisation to tell stories and 
express ideas. 

https://www.stpauls.co.uk/


How do different art forms approach the same story? Mary Poppins is that rare tale that has 
appeared in a variety of art forms: books, a live feature film and a stage musical. Let’s break 
down what each art form does.

Novels are extended fictional stories created in a written form.
Movies are dramatic stories recored by either film or video.
Musicals are live theatrical productions which mix songs and story. Unlike other forms, which 
are documented in time and never change, each performance of a musical is unique.

Try to read the books, see the movie and experience the stage musical of Mary Poppins. Use the 
Venn Diagram below to compare these three different versions of the same story. Where are 
they different? Where are they the same? In your opinion, which one tells the story best?

Worksheet for after the show

NAME ______________________________________
COPY PAGE

MOVIENOVELS

MUSICAL
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Every play Children’s Theatre of 
Charlotte produces is created by a 
talented team of designers, technicians, 
actors and a director. A play is different 
from a television show or a movie because 
it’s presented live. As a class, discuss what you 
experienced when you saw the performance.
1. Name three things you noticed about the set.  Did 

the set help tell the story? What sort of set would you 
have designed?

2. What did you like about the costumes? Did the costumes 
help tell the story? What sort of costumes would you 
have designed?

3. What role did lighting play in telling the story? How 
did the lights enhance what you were seeing?

4. Talk about the actors. Were there moments you were 
so caught up in the story you forgot you were watching 
a play?  

5. Were there any actors who played more than one 
character? What are some ways you can be the same 
person but play different characters?

THEATRE 
CORNER

 

NCES-TheaArts.(K-5).TA.A.1: Analyze literary texts 
and performances. NCES-TheaArts.(K-5).TA.AE.1.2: 
Understand how costumes [and technical elements] 
enhance dramatic play.

If you enjoyed the show, travel to ImaginOn 
or your local Charlotte Mecklenburg library 
branch and check out these books. Check 

availability at cmlibrary.org.

Recommended for elementary
Mary Poppins Opens the Door
by P.L. Travers
Mary Poppins returns to the Banks family in a rocket and 
involves them in more magical adventures, including those 
with Peppermint Horses, the Marble Boy and the Cat that 
Looked at the King.

Bed-knob and Broomstick
by Mary Norton
With the powers they acquire from a spinster who’s studying 
to be a witch, three English children embark on adventures 
traveling on a flying bed that takes them to a tropical island 
and back in time to the 17th century.

The Borrowers
by Mary Norton
Miniature people who live in an old country house by 
borrowing things from the humans are forced to emigrate 
from their home under the clock.

The Phantom Tollbooth
by Norton Juster
Milo, a young boy with little interest in anything, takes a trip 
through the Phantom Tollbooth, where he meets an enchanting 
cast of characters that teaches him the importance of words, 
numbers, creativity and enthusiasm for life.

Recommended for middle school
The Silver Chair
by C.S. Lewis
Two English children undergo hair-raising adventures as they 
go on a search and rescue mission for the missing Prince 
Rilian, who is held captive in the underground kingdom of 
the Emerald Witch.

Ballet Shoes
by Noel Streatfeild
Determined to make a name for themselves, three adopted 
sisters living in London train for the ballet and the stage and 
in the process discover that each has a special talent.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.(K-5).1: Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.

Write to Us!

 

Children's Theatre of Charlotte
300 E. Seventh St.

Charlotte, N.C.  28202

Children's Theatre of Charlotte is supported, 
in part, with funding from the Arts & Science 

Council, and the North Carolina Arts Council, a 
division of the Department of Cultural Resources.

http://www.cmlibrary.org

