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The production and accompanying activities address North Carolina Essential 
Standards in Theatre Arts, Goal A.1: Analyze literary texts and performances. 
Look for this symbol throughout the resource guide for other curriculum connections.   

Featuring general information about our production along with some creative activities which 
will help you make connections to your classroom curriculum, before and after the show. 

Based on the novel by Kate DiCamillo  
Book by Dwayne Hartford 
Directed by Adam Burke 

Teacher Resource Guide  
and Lesson Plan Activities  

About Children’s Theatre of  Charlotte 
Founded in 1948, Children’s Theatre of Charlotte has 
been opening young minds to the wonders of live theatre 
for over half a century.  Today it continues to be one of 
the most technically imaginative and resourceful theatres 
in the country.  Annually it reaches nearly 300,000 young 
people and their families with multiple program areas:  
Mainstage productions, a professional Touring Company 
and a full scope of Education classes for both schools 
and the community.  Children’s Theatre of Charlotte is 
housed in ImaginOn: The Joe & Joan Martin Center.  
The facility is shared with the Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Library: www.cmlibrary.org. 

About the Play 
Edward Tulane, a toy china rabbit, is very much in love with 
himself. Self-absorbed and selfish, he comes to believe he is 
cursed when he is accidentally tossed overboard and away 
from the 10-year-old girl who loves him. Time after time he 
is discovered, loved, and lost again, continually being ripped 
from the arms of a loving caregiver. Will he learn to love 
others as much as he loves himself? Based on the award-
winning novel by Kate DiCamillo,The Miraculous Journey 
of Edward Tulane teaches us all that being lost doesn't 
mean being forgotten.  

About the Author  
Kate DiCamillo is the author of many 
books for young readers.  Her books 
have been awarded the Newbery Medal 
(The Tale of Despereaux, 2004); the New-
bery Honor (Because of Winn-Dixie, 2001), 
the Boston Globe Horn Book Award 
(The Miraculous Journey of Edward  
Tulane, 2006), and the Theodor Geisel 
Medal and honor (Bink and Gollie,  

co-author Alison McGhee, 2011; Mercy Watson Goes for a 
Ride, 2007). She is the current National Ambassador for 
Young People's Literature, appointed by the Library of  
Congress.  A native of Florida, Kate currently lives in  
Minneapolis, MN.   For more, visit www.katedicamillo.com.   

About the Playwright 
Dwayne Hartford is an associate artist 
and playwright in residence at Childsplay in 
Tempe, Arizona. Hartford’s play Eric and 
Elliot won the 2005 AATE Distinguished 
Play Award. His adaptation of A Tale of 
Two Cities was part of NYU's New Plays 
for Young Audiences workshop and has 

been performed at Seattle Children's Theatre, People's Light 
& Theatre Company in Philadelphia and Wheelock Family 
Theatre in Boston. In addition to playwriting, Hartford has 
been a regular actor and director at Childsplay for more than 
20 years. He is originally from Maine and received his BFA 
from The Boston Conservatory.   

http://www.katedicamillo.com/pdf/Ambassador_Bio.pdf
http://www.katedicamillo.com/pdf/Ambassador_Bio.pdf
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Dwayne Hartford’s script adaptation features four actors who 
portray all of the characters in the story.   
 

The Traveler.  The storyteller who portrays: Pellegrina,  

Society Lady, Martin, Margery, Lolly, Jack, the Watchman,  
the Old Lady, Marlene, Lucius Clarke. 
 

The Woman.  Abilene, Nellie, Lucy the dog, various other  

hobos, Sarah Ruth, Neal, Doll, the Old Doll, the Shopper.   
 

The Musician.  Plays guitar/banjo, is the voice of Edward’s 

thoughts and emotions. 
 

The Man.  Abilene’s Father, Amos, Lawrence, Bull, various  

hobos, Bryce.   

 
 

 

Common Core Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy:  SL.K-5.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-

meaning words and phrases.   

Cast of  Characters 

Adapted from the beautiful book by Kate DiCamillo,  The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane tells the story of a 
selfish china rabbit who experiences an epic journey after being separated from the little girl who loves him.  From the 
sea to the railway, from rural farms to bustling cities, Edward’s adventures introduce him to a wide range of characters, 
all of whom take part in helping him understand what it means to truly love.  

 

Vocabulary Enrichment and Context Clues 

Explore the meaning of each highlighted word based on the text taken from the script. 
 

 So fortunate.  How many china rabbits have their own silk pajamas? 

 Good morning, Edward.  You’re looking dapper as always.   

 One day it was announced that the family would take a voyage on a great 
ship. 

 What a singular rabbit!  Yes indeed.  I’ve never seen such a...such a singular 
rabbit! 

 Back on land, the old fisherman paraded Edward through the seaside village.  

 Do you like the dress?  I was never much of a seamstress, but it’s the best I 
could do. 

 Lolly took Edward to the town dump. She threw him onto the garbage pile, 
and she drove away, leaving the rabbit alone, lying among the orange peels, 
the coffee grounds and the rancid bacon.   

 And so it was that Edward Tulane took to the road with a hobo and his dog.  

 He’s a great listener. I’ve bent his rather impressive ears with all kinds of 
stories from back home. He helps me to remember.  

 The birds attacked Edward, nipping at his clothing, circling his head.  

 That very next morning, a little girl and her mother came to the shop and took 
away the old doll. Edward felt her absence, and long after she had left, her words 
echoed in his ears.  

 He is not new, but he was exquisitely made and masterfully restored. 

But first, you must open your heart.”  - From The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. 

“Open your heart.  Someone will come.  Someone will come for you.  

In notes about the script, playwright Dwayne 
Hartford specifically indicates that Edward 
Tulane should not be represented as a puppet 
in the production.   Why do you think this 
element is so important? 
 
What might be some of the rewards and  
challenges of adapting a novel into a script?   
Do you think Dwayne Hartford effectively 
represents Kate DiCamillo’s book?   
 
If you could adapt a book into a play, which 
title would you choose?  Describe the plot, 
characters, costumes, set, lighting and special 
effects you would use to create your play. 

Bagram Ibatoulline drew the 

book illustrations. 
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Questions for Discussion from Candlewick Press Teacher’s Guide  

 

1. How does Abilene feel about Edward? Discuss why Abilene loves him so much. What emotion does  
Edward feel in return and why?  

2. The story leaves Abilene on the deck of the Queen Mary, shouting to Edward, “Come back,” as he  
tumbles into the ocean. Discuss what you think happens to Abilene that day.   

3. Why does Pellegrina tell the story about a princess who loves no one and is turned into a warthog by a 
witch to Abilene and Edward? What does Pellegrina mean when she says, “How can a story end happily if 
there is no love?” What is Edward’s reaction to the story? Why does 
Pellegrina say to Edward, “You disappoint me”?  

4. Why is Nellie sad? Why does she confide in Edward, and how do 
they help each other?   

5.  When the old woman hangs Edward on a pole to scare away the 
crows in her garden, Edward thinks, “I am done with caring.” He 
feels mocked by the stars, which seem to say, “You are down there 
alone.” He tells the stars, “I have been loved,” and they reply, 
“What difference does that make when you are all alone now?” 
Does it make a difference? Why does it matter to Edward that he 
has been loved?  

6. Is there a difference between the love Edward receives from  
Abilene at the beginning of the book and the love he receives from 
Sarah Ruth? How are his feelings toward Sarah Ruth different from 
anything he’s experienced before?  

7. What are some of the life lessons Edward learns on his journey, 
through good times and bad? What life lessons have you acquired in 
your life that you would like to pass on to someone else?  

8. Edward is repeatedly lost by those who love him. Have you ever 
lost something you treasured? How did you deal with it? 

9. This book is Edward’s story, but all of the people who take him in have their own stories, too. What 
might happen to their characters after Edward leaves? How does Edward change their lives?  

10. The old doll helps Edward change his attitude and open his heart again. She tells him, “If you have no 
intention of loving or being loved, then the whole journey is pointless”.  What does she mean? Have you 
ever encountered someone who changed the way you thought or looked at the world?  

11. What are some of the events and experiences that have shaped your life and changed you, for better or for 
worse? Write about one of your defining moments and how it shaped or affected you. 

 

Common Core Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy:  SL2: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or  

information presented orally or through other media; RL7:  Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral  

presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text.   

 

Edward Tulane 
in the Library  

The Charlotte Mecklenburg Library will 
host an Edward Tulane doll at ImaginOn 
during Children’s Theatre of Charlotte’s 

production of The Miraculous Journey of 
Edward Tulane.    The doll tours through 

libraries and schools courtesy of  
Candlewick Press.  Visit ImaginOn to view 

Edward and to check out a copy of the 
novel by Kate DiCamillo.   

Other Books by Kate DiCamillo: 
 

The Tale of Despereaux  
Because of Winn-Dixie  
Flora and Ulysses: The Illuminated       
     Adventures 
The Magician’s Elephant 
The Tiger Rising 
Great Joy  
Louise: the Adventures of a Chicken 
Leroy Ninker Saddles Up 
Francine Poulet Meets the Ghost Raccoon 
The Mercy Watson series 
The Bink and Golllie series 
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North Carolina Essential Standards in Theatre Arts AE.1:  Understand how the major technical elements of theatre, such as lights, sound, set 

and costumes are used to support and enhance a theatrical production. 

Design Elements for the Miraculous Journey 

The set design for The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward Tulane involves 
turntables, a large spiral structure and 
multiple furniture and prop pieces 
that are used to indicate various  
locations.   The set was designed by 
Anita J. Tripathi.   
 
Why do you think the set designer 
chose the shape of a spiral for this 
production?  What feelings, ideas or 
themes does the spiral represent?   
 
How do the turntables reinforce the 
notion of travelling throughout the 
play?  How effective were the set 
pieces in conveying different locations 
during the story?   Describe other  
elements you noticed with the set  
design in the production.  Talk about 
the special effects that were used in 
the show and which you felt were 
most effective in telling the story.  

Lighting is another scenic design element that enhances the mood and emotion of the story.   Bruce Auerbach is the talent 
behind the lighting design of Edward Tulane.  How did lighting define different locations, times and feelings during the 
story?  Which was your favorite lighting effect and why?  

Designers often find inspiration from a variety of sources.  In the case 
of Edward Tulane, scenic designer Anita J. Tripathi found inspiration 
from a Japanese art form called kintsukuroi.  Through this art form, 
broken pottery is repaired with gold or silver with the idea that the 
piece is more beautiful for having been broken.  How is the process of 
kintsukuroi represented in the story of Edward Tulane?  In addition to 
Edward’s china head being physically broken and put back together, is 
it also possible that Edward’s heart was more able to love after having 
been broken?  How does loss affect one’s ability to love?   

Hitty, Her First Hundred Years is a novel for 
young readers written by Rachel Field. published in 
1929.  In the story, a doll named Hitty is separated 
from her owner, Phoebe, and travels among many 
places and owners for over a century.  At the end of 
the story, Hitty lands in a doll shop, wise from her 
years of travel.   Do you notice any similarities (and 
perhaps a cameo appearance) in The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward Tulane?   
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POLLY LEIDER CBS March 27, 2006, 12:57 PM     Sad Stories, Happy Endings 
  

 Author Kate DiCamillo is known for writing realistic stories with extraordinary poignancy. Her books are both funny 
and sad, and her characters often face difficult issues like poverty and loss and touch a chord with both children and parents. 
 The Early Show co-anchor Hannah Storm reported Monday that DiCamillo's books have sold more than 7 million 
copies. Her latest, "The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane," recently debuted at No. 1 on The New York Times best-seller 
list. Last year, her novel "Because of Winn-Dixie" was made into a movie. 
 All this success did not come easy. DiCamillo spent six years counting rejection letters — 470, to be exact, before her 
luck turned. "I like to say it all the time: 470. And at that point you might think, 'Maybe this isn't the job for me,'" she told Storm 
(video). 
 Instead, she kept pushing — and today, four of her books have been best-sellers. She tends to use animals for charac-
ters, such as, in her latest book, a china rabbit named Edward. Storm's daughter Hannah, 9, is such a big fan of DiCamillo's 
books that she helped to interview the author, asking how she comes up with the different kinds of animals she uses for charac-
ters. 
 "I never sit down and pick one. It's more like they pop into my head. The pig, Mercy, popped into my head. The dog, 
Winn-Dixie, came because dogs are my favorite animals," she said, adding that animals help her tell stories about how hard life 
can be for people. 
 "It diffuses things in a way," she explained. "Just like with [the character Edward Tulane], where there's so much raw 
emotion there. And to have it in an animal who's not even a real animal, makes it more palatable, I think." 
 DiCamillo's books tend to explore painful issues, as in "Because of Winn-Dixie," which is about a girl who has been 
abandoned by her alcoholic mother. In "The Tiger Rising," a boy has to deal with the death of a parent. The author experienced 
her own difficulties during childhood. For the first five years of her life she fought pneumonia. Later, when her mother moved 
the family to Florida, her father never came to join them. 
 "It's funny sometimes because I think that if that didn't happen I might not tell stories, if I hadn't been sick, and if he 
hadn't gone missing," DiCamillo told Storm. "There's no way that you're going to get through this life without going through bad 
things, I don't think. And it makes you deeper and wiser. And it makes life richer when you go through those things even though 
you don't necessarily want to go through them, you come out the other side of them better." 
 Although there is lots of hardship along the way, things turn out well for DiCamillo's characters. "I like happy endings, 
and I know that's where I want to end up. I don't know how it's going to happen, but I know that's where I want to go, and I 
know bad things will happen along the way but I'm always shooting for a happy place," she said. 
 DiCamillo's fans will be happy to learn that there are plans to make two more of her books into movies, and the author 
told Storm that she's working on several new stories. 
 

Copyright 2006 CBS. All rights reserved. 

By POLLY LEIDER CBS March 27, 2006, 12:57 PM 

“My heart, thought Edward.  My heart is broken.” 

Kate DiCamillo’s books often address challenging issues.  The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane is no  
exception.  The story clearly demonstrates that learning to love often involves the pain of suffering and loss.  The  
following statements and questions may prompt some discussion regarding the sensitive scenes in the story.  
Below, a CBS news interview with Kate DiCamillo discusses her insights on tackling difficult issues as an author. 
 

 What are some examples of Edward being bullied in the story?  How does it feel when you observe bullying? 

 What illness do you think affected Sarah Ruth?  Why do you think the author chose to have her die instead of  
getting better?  Did her death surprise you?  Why or why not? 

 We know that Bryce and Sarah Ruth’s father was an angry man.  What do you think caused him to be angry?  

 After Edward gets struck by the man in the diner, the text suggests that “the world - Edward’s world - went 
black.”  In the blackness, Edward then sees many of the characters from his journey.  What do you think happens 
to Edward during this moment?   

 
For Teachers:  In the scene involving Bryce and Sarah Ruth, the father is represented as a shadow and is voiced by 
the Traveler (storyteller.)  The voice says, “Don’t you sass me” and the shadow of an arm raising and lowering is  
followed by the sound effect of a clap-board.    Sarah Ruth is present on stage as she takes her last breath.  After she 
dies, the turntable on the set rotates and the actress exits in darkness.   The description of her being carried in a  
blanket and buried under a tree are spoken in the play, but are not visually portrayed on stage.   
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Children’s Theatre of Charlotte is  
supported, in part, with funding from  
the Arts & Science Council and the North 
Carolina Arts Council, a division of the  
Department of Cultural Resources. 

Children’s Theatre of  Charlotte is sincerely grateful to our  
generous sponsors and supporters: 

Stars and Constellations in the Story  

The four constellations that are mentioned in the story are Andromeda, Pegasus, 
Cassiopeia and Ursa Major.   
 

 ANDROMEDA 
Andromeda is a northern hemisphere constellation. Andromeda is named 
after the princess in Greek Mythology who was the daughter of King  
Cepheus and Queen Cassiopia.  Andromeda is the 19th biggest star  
constellation in the night sky, occupying an area of 722 square degrees. It is 
located in the first quadrant of the northern hemisphere.  

 

 PEGASUS 
Pegasus (the flying horse) is a large northern hemisphere constellation. Delta 
Pegasi is shared with the constellation Andromeda.  51 Pegasi (51 Peg), off 
the Great Square of Pegasus, is a nearby, Sun-like star that has been found to 
have an orbiting planet.  

 

 CASSIOPEIA 
Cassiopeia is an easily-seen constellation that is in the far northern sky. It 
circles the pole star (Polaris) throughout the year and also straddles the Milky 
Way. The five major stars of Cassiopeia (also known as "The Lady of the 
Chair") are shaped like a "W" (or an "M," depending on your orientation). 
The constellation Cassiopeia was named for Cassiopeia, the mother of  
Andromeda (and the wife of Cephus) in Greek mythology.  

 
 

 URSA MAJOR 
Ursa major (The Great Bear) is a well-known constellation in the Northern 
Hemisphere said to be the third largest constellation.  The recognizable Big 
Dipper is part of the Ursa Major constellation.  The Big Dipper is an  
asterism, which are stars which form simple patterns but are not  
constellations. 

Stars and constellations are strong symbolic symbols in The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.  Recall the  
various scenes that include references to the stars and explore why these moments were important in Edward’s journey. 

 What are some professions that rely heavily on constellations and stars?   How do the stars impact their work? 

 Why do you think constellations are often liked to mythology?   

 Create a new constellation and identify a hero to personify the constellation. 

 Discuss how stars were represented on stage (and in the auditorium) in the production of The Miraculous  
Journey of Edward Tulane at Children’s Theatre of Charlotte.   

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/activities/dots/cassiopeia/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/activities/dots/ursamajor/

